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Bolstered by the fact that positive
trends have recently been reported in
both the national and local housing
market, northwest Indiana home buyers
are getting back in the game big time.

According to the very latest figures
released by the Greater Northwest Indi-
ana Association of Realtors® (GNIAR),
pending home sales rose significantly
over last month and are also up dramati-
cally over last year.

“Pending Home Sales have shown a
sustained uptrend, rising consistently
month over month since the beginning
of the year,” Pete Novak, chief executive
officer of GNIAR, said. “Very favorable
housing affordability combined with
historically low interest rates and the
government’s first-time homebuyer tax
credit all contributed greatly to the
recent increase in activity. Buyers are
definitely becoming more aware of the
fact that this tremendous opportunity is
not going to last forever.”

A forward-looking indicator based on
contracts signed, Pending Home Sales
are transactions that have not yet closed
and are generally finalized within one or
two months of signing, according to fig-

ures recently released by the National
Association of REALTORS® (NAR).

With GNIAR’s MLS also reporting
that the number of closed sales are
beginning to accelerate in all price
ranges, it is anticipated that sales will
continue to outpace any increase in
inventory for the foreseeable future. As a
result, GNIAR encourages potential
buyers to act now for the best possible
deals since it is virtually impossible to
predict when a reduction in supply will
lead to prices stabilizing and eventually
appreciating again.

“There’s no doubt that the first-time
homebuyer tax credit, which is only
available to buyers who close on their
new home before December 1, is bene-
fiting the market,” Brenda Miley, presi-
dent of the GNIAR Board of Directors,
said. “The strong activity we’re seeing
from entry buyers is definitely allowing
more existing owners to take advantage
of this market that many consider to be
a once in a lifetime opportunity as well.”

With so many great reasons to pur-
chase a home in northwest Indiana –
including an outstanding selection,

attractive pricing and historically low
interest rates – you’ll find the GNIAR’s
MLS at  www.gniarmls.com a great
place to start. Featuring the most com-
prehensive public access Property
Search database with listings for all of
Lake, Porter, Jasper, Newton and
LaPorte counties, GNIAR MLS also
includes helpful resources for finding a
REALTOR®, researching communities,
locating properties and more.
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There are just 18 opportunities left
for you to build a beautiful new mainte-
nance-free paired cottage and enjoy life!

That’ right enjoy life in the resort-
style setting of Dyer’s Rockwell by
Olthof Homes, which features a com-
munity club house with social rooms, a
full kitchen, well-equipped workout
room, heated outdoor pool and sundeck.

“What was 21 last week is now 18,”
Christine Gruhlke, the Olthof New
Home Consultant at Rockwell, said.
“We’re definitely seeing a dramatic
increase in traffic, and, even with our
new model under construction, three of
the few remaining opportunities were all

sold in the same week.”
Boasting a location that is undeniably

convenient and peaceful at the same time,
Rockwell is situated in an ideal corner of
Dyer that borders a serene 40-acre nature
preserve, with the towns of Schererville
and St. John just minutes away. Rockwell
provides the ultimate environment for you
to relax and enjoy life, in your new home
starting in the $160s.

“I’ve been here for four years now,
and I’m getting ready to start making
plans for my fourth annual Christmas/
Name Day celebration at the club house.
It’s an ideal location with plenty of
space for the 60-70 people that come to
enjoy good food, live music and family,”
Mirko Zagorac who lives in Rockwell
with his wife Marianne said. “When I

was ready to go on pension I saw the
area, and it looked like an ideal place. I
was tired of cutting the grass and clean-
ing the pool. We love the convenience of
having everything we need including
great restaurants and shopping all with-
in 10 or 15 minutes at the most. My wife
enjoys the pool, and when my grandson
visits you can’t get him out. I use the
fitness center as much as I can. It’s very
nice, and you don’t have to pay any-
thing.”

Another longtime resident, Ken
Young who lives in Rockwell with his
wife Phyllis, discovered the community
when he was investigating options for
moving to the area from Chicago in
order to be closer to his daughter and
son-in-law.

“We saw the model and put money
down on our new home the same day.
It’s nice and quiet here, and I especially
like the fact that there’s no grass to cut
or driveway to shovel,” he said. “Our

FOR MORE INFO

For more information on the last few
remaining opportunities still available in
Rockwell, contact Chris Gruhlke in the
Information Center at 322-1199. You can also
visit the Club House Tuesday through Thursday
from 11am - 6pm, Friday 11am - 5pm and
Saturday 10am - 5pm or log on to
www.olthofhomes.com.  

SEE “OPPORTUNITY” ON PAGE D2

SEE “OLTHOF” ON PAGE D2

Last Chance to Enjoy Resort-Style
Living in Olthof ’s Rockwell

FOR MORE INFO

For up-to-the-minute information on the home
buying process, to view a selection of homes
currently on the market and to contact a local
REALTOR® contact the Greater Northwest Indiana
Association of REALTORS® at (219) 795-3600,
(800) 338-8489or  www.gniar.com.

You can also look for even more information to
help you find the home of your dreams while
opportunity is knocking in The TIMES tomorrow.
You’ll find the special section, “On the Move:
Navigating the Housing Market” sponsored by
GNIAR a one-stop, time-saving resource with
answers to all the top questions people are
asking about today’s local real estate market.

Todd Olthof cools off in the Rockwell pool with
(left to right standing) Ken Young, Mirko Zagorac
and Chris Balkam (seated) Sue and Jack Imer
while New Home Consultant Christine Gruhlke
encourages buyers to act fast since there are just
18 new homes left in the Dyer community.
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Opportunity is Knocking and NWI
Homebuyers are Definitely Taking Notice
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